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The President opened the conference with Congressional 
leaders by explaining why it had been called. He said thaV 
at the very beginning of the Congressional session he wanted 
to develop procedures which would make it possible for the 
Administration to think and plan with Congressional leaders. 

IfHe was ready to be frank and candid in all matters but to do 
so the discussions must not get into the public domain.J Real 
damage is done to the national interest when information such 
as that which will be given during the course of the morning 
meeting, gets into the newspapers.. The objective is to make 
possible an examination of our foreign policy and our defense 
structure by the Congressional leaders of both parties who are 
stewards of these policies. We do not separate Democrats and 
Republicans in Vietnam. He wanted to work with the legislative 
leaders in understanding, if not agreement, on both sides of 
the House and Senate. During the Eisenhower Administration the 
system of consulting Congressional leaders was the best he had 
ever known. The meetings were not many, perhaps 4 -or 5, but 
Fresident Eisenhower, who had been blunt and frank with 
Congressional leaders, had asked for their judgments on important 

problems . 

(The President said the Chairmen of the Armed Services 
Committee and the Foreign Relations Committee had not been 
invited to this morning’s meeting because he wished to limit 
this conference to very few persons .3 At a later oate it will 
be possible to enlarge the number. Secretary Rusk had already 
briefed the Congressional committees on foreign policy. 

Secretary McNamara would be going to the Hill larer to spell 
out our defense posture, part of which had already oeen made 
public in the Defense message sent to Congress. 

The Fresident said he was available for personal meetings 
with individual legislative leaders at any time. 

Turning to substantive matters, the President said that 
since the last meeting with Congressional leaders in vctober 
the Administration had studied the situation in Vietnam 
intensively. He scoke of his conference with Ambassador Baylor 
I in December . (Our Worst problem continues to be Vietnam which 
I he wrestles with ell the 1 time, day and night. The °°j?ctlve 
J today is to put the problem out on the table for all those 

oresent 1 Secretary Rusk and Secretary McNamara would go into , 
the details later but thejb asic fact is t hat we need tohaveX 
in Saigon a _ stable government as IPb ase for further actions. 
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The President recalled Prime Minister Wilson’s visit to 
Washington, adding that he would be coming back in February. - , 

r* * ' - 


J After exploring all alternatives, 
Sna this Administration had concluded 


the Kennedy Administration aiw — -- - „„ ... 

thlt the best solution to the NATO nuclear problem was the MLF. 

To date there is no basis for agreement, therefore, the Admin- 
istration ha! nSt presented the*MLF concept to the Senate The 
negotiations with our NATO allies on nuclear policy have not yet 
reached the point where we are ready to talk with the 
The British had concluded that we were trying to push the MU 
Therefore we told Mr. Wilson that while we were not 
retreat ing^frora our pos It Ion on MIF, we wanted the British to 

talk to the Germans and work out with n^Th^Britishwere 
be brought back to us for our consideration. The Britisn were 

hLov with this solution. Prime Minister Wilson returned to 

T.™Hnn with the knowledge that he was under no pressure from us. 

S SerSns Si £?en time indication that they wanted to delay 

consideration of their participation in the MU' until after their 

ISItlons. Chancellor Erhard was fully Informed of our position. 

Our oblective was to make clear to both the British and the 

Germans tha^they did not get orders from this side of the 

Atlantic . 

The President, after referring to the problem of the gold 
cover for the dollar, said he would do everything required to 
insure that the dollar remains sound. 

Turning to the Congo parachute drop, the President said 
this had been a difficult but a necessary decision. The lives 
of ’1 U. S. citizens being held hostage by the Congo rebels 
were at stake. When Belgian Prime Minister Spaak offered to 
r^nilh t ha paratroopers 7 we agreed to provide the means to ta« 
them to rebel-held areas. We went into the Congo but we got 
out as soon as this humanitarian mission was completed. The 
noliticai cost of our action in Africa had been serious but we 
are actively working on developing a better political framework 
for Africa/ It is 5ur hope that the European powers will assume 
more responsibility for developments in the Congo. 

Top attacks or. our Embassies, the President continued, 
especially the burning of the USIA library in Egypt, are serious 
problems which make everyone very angry. One way t o react is 
to tell the heads of the states where the outrages t axe place 
to eo to hell. But these leaders won't go there. We had to 
decide to do not what we would have liked to do but what was 
in the national interest. 
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in addition to our problems with Nasser, the President 
onntmued we are having trouble with Sukarno. Our Ambassador 
? ?i^n24ia who is on! of our ablest, believes the only way 
i" ^t SukarAo to turn away from his current policies which 

for the political and economic future of Indonesia 
to 1 invite hii/to come P here to meet with me. Ambassador Jones 
slys we mis? app eal t? ?he vanity of Sukarno in a final effort 
to^halt rim before it is too late. Ambassador Jones, in his 
clvlel gives us a different picture of what is going on in 
Indonesia than appears in the newspapers. 

Referring to the recent visit of Canadian Prime Minister 
Parson the President said the automotive parts agreement which 
hal”«A reached was a good agreement for both countries. 

Saturnine to the problem of Vietnam, [the President said 
.that 4 woSd Ssk Secretary McNamara to spell out the details 
./I of the increased military activity we are carrying on in 

Southeast ^sialbut first he wished to- discuss the question of 
U S h dependents in South Vietnam. He expressed concern tha* 
the^V' et^Cong 11 might attack U. S. citizens^in Saigon in the 
event we carry out air strikes in North Vietnam. Tne North 

Vietnamese might react ^^^l^^iS/lfl^ials ?n l^uth 
?il^m a are° 0 ^se 7 to fringtS home°oS dependents, however, 
hi had thought we should do so for over 14 months. 

The President said that because he does not have a 

'Lincoln ?a oi “?* ’to HI president decide against the 

ac tion ) U ?he * decision as to whether to withdraw dependents is 
ac r.? n / The President said he was concerned 

that” the "comnnmists might take some irrational action which wou^c 

SreireJ" the would hold him responsible for not 

having ordered the dependents returned home earlier. 

I foe President sale he believed our_ relations with other 

1 'IreiwenrSinedy^waf |°f Sf lolil^ooUcyf presidilfSumar. 
iSfsenPfr %>dehbergO The Administration has no -rtgaje^on 

ffiKSSV' 

'?hf responsibility for foreign policy ^Ifbfs'SdiefaSf g^ven 
wanted the views of ah. ™ do the right thing in 

SiLcrto foreign ooncy Ld oS defense posturl. Never in 
reiSff hifti?-/ its there y been greater willingness to consider 
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these two subjects from the point of view of the national 
interest rather than party politics. 

The President praised CIA Director McCone, adding that 
he was keeping the Director from leaving government. He praisec 
Secretary Rusk and Secretary McNamara, noting that the latter 
had lost over $4 million dollars as a result of his having left 
industry to run the Department of Defense. 

The President said his objective is to try to unite the 
United States so that in the eyes of the world it is a united 
country In his relations with other nations, his objective 
is to seek to avoid a nuclear holocaust while ensuring the 
defense of the nation. He appealed to those present to give 
him their attention, the benefit of their wisdom and their 
Judgment. 

I (The President then asked Secretary Rusk to go into greater 

(detail on major foreign policy problems/) 


J 


[secretary Rusk said our g re atest p r obl.eni—in. . _Sou th_ V i e t n a m 
is political - Instability".'" Our over-riding objective is to 
achieve political unity there.] The President interrupted to 
point out that the leaders of allied and friendly states are 
hesitant to send aid to South Vietnam because of the political 
instability there. They fear that they might appear foolish 
if, after they send aid, the country goes to pieces politically. 

(Secretary Rusk conti nued b y saying that Hano i. Jb el i e ve s 
that ' £ 3 1 ~ nan hold o n ^-^tbIe--lbhgki^t^can~win_Sputtt-Vi-eb.na-i 
for communism because political instability is increasing.] 

The Secretary spelled out the details of the current compromise 
between the South Vietnamese civilians and the military leaders 
which has resulted in the formation of a new cabinet. The 
Secretary made clear that we are keeping the political lines 
open so that, if there is any interest on the other side, a 
settlement based on either the 195 * or the 1$62 agreement can 
be negotiated . If the communists will not negotiate with us 
on a return to the earlier agreements, we are in for a very 
difficult time in Southeast Asia. 

Referring to Laos, Secretary Rusk said that that country 
provided a thermometer registering what is politically possible 
in Southeast Asia. Current discussions among the three factions 
in Laos may possibly lead to a i4-nation conference. If we 
could settle* the difficulties in Laos on the basis of the 1962 
agreements, the effect in South Vietnam would be beneficial 

to us . 
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?n e ”nd the successionproblem is being discussed 

become^fa^ and the success p United States has investments 

publicly i lJ n I ^° n ^^*- 51 iiio n ^ollars in Indonesia, any attempt 
amounting to ^e-halr °xii to confiscate these investments 

to blac ^“^ 1 ^ hr luSrn? now obtains $125 million dollars 
is not a y ; xchange from these investments which he 

Sa ? If -2"|u t . o TJJJ. o foreisn 

'Se“nly B/S. al^Twe are now giving^fi. Indonesia constats of 
funds to pay for military training. / 


The President interrupted to say Wdl Jfif 

tn S oS a SI?llna? S in?eSsrnot theirs. He hoped that those present 
would make this point clear. 

o 4 .^ asked why the Australians are so upset 

Senator D-rksen asked *ny Secretary Rusk replieo 

about developments in *est Ne^ ^ Qulet# Australians 

that the ile if the Malaysian croblem becomes more 

le?ilSs! e to«e ^ly h« difficulties for them in West Hew Guinea. 

secretary Rusk said the situation in the Congo has infected 
cur relations with many states in particular, Egypt * 
Congolese rebels are receiving arms 

what we can to stop this Q ther jna-jor problem is that Tshombe 
balance in the Congo. fle id to the rebels. 

has abandoned the international political lie xa story 

We are seeking to persuaae n^o texi his^.c because of 

his t poIicy.^the W Congo^wili n not a win n the contest'for international 
support . ,n 

The Secretary referred bristly to the assassination of , 
the Prime Minister of Burundi./. f 

jlfTa brieTreTerInce~to the Sudan, the Secretary 
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* * internal problems are being made more difficult 

said their internal gr were getting arms which 

Sins? ?he government which is dominated by 
they might- Rusk concluded his briefing on the Congo 

northerners. Secretary ^ de during a recent NATO meeting to 

fan t£? ft?lnSln e of°fh S e Astern European nations to their 

vital interests in Africa. 

Secretary Rusk then summarized our relations with Egypt. 

He self tie S^te Dep p£bSm of Egyptian 
Ambassador our ”5^ f our library In Cairo 

Intervention In Yemen and the burning ^ sh00twj0 ^ of a 

following a riot of Afric ^ nne; iders a special case outside the 
U. S. ^ Vm^'HoL^Tthl U. S. He summarised 

general line ■ °£. ^I ZZ L ve had with Nasser in the past 2 years, 
the successes . w Israel has moderated and the Arab 

The Egyptian attitude toward ^ael Egypt has been made 

boycott has been eased, Hasser ^ led off an 

!f??rt r io encourage the Lyb^ans to force the U, S..out of our 
V/heelus base, y p"' 

l Our policy is to try to moderate Nasser's 
. i. • nr»p«^ence in Cairo. We should not 

actions by peeping a • • P .r should live up to the existing 

«rSd» until July, but should discuss 
no new agreements with Nasser. 

Senator Dirksen asked Secretary Rusk why the Federal 

rn£°L?ra S STe'IIlSgTo SfSe^about ^ 

so that all -rials wouxa n jtask said that h e thought 

again later in themeeting, ry could make their 

that the Senators individually or^as a group legislature. 

views 2- t t \S1^?nft e o?rrresolutiCh because he did 
He ^ a ?J?i i t that the S U S. wanted to encourage other legislatures 
Sfpasi resolutions directed at us on other ^f^^ribis 

Senator MrKse n o-j-g* %?ISndmln?s P ?l new legislation, 
probier. *ou_d °ecome_in^ to attach an amendment to the foreign 
Some_ Senat r | ^sk ursed the Senators present to do what 
they 0 could tS SSftte passage of any resolution or any amencmen 
concerning German war crimes. 
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Commenting that not all news was "bad, the President 
said he wanted to read the following paragraph from a letter 
he received from Carlos Sanz de Santamaria, Chairman of the 
Inter-American Committee on the Alliance for Progress: 

"I firmly believe, Mr. President, that never before in 
the history of t&a. inter-American relations have more solid bones 
of friendship and cooperation among our free Republics been 
fashioned than now; nor has a more enlightened approach to the 
development of our countries been formulated than that enshrined 
in the Charter of Punta del Este." /\ 


[T he Pre siden t th e n asked Secretar y McNamara to _dlscuss £he 
military side of the~Vietnamese probTd'mTp 7\ 


Secretary McNa mara_began hy_at a t in g_t_h a t our es timates \ 
o f Viet Co ng strength in So.uth J VletnaiiL-were_up . in addition, \ 
we have evidence that the number of guerrillas being infiltrate d^ 
fr-nm MrvrithiJIle iinflm to South in(rreaae4^iih^tarit1 alTy , ; 

From 1959 to date, we estimate that between 19,000 a n d ?T700 D~ 
vS- ebn amese nave crosseq into South Vietnam to take part 
in guerrilla~activity below theT/th parallel. The current j/ 
an nual rate of those infilt rating to South Vietnam may be_ in 
t he neigd aborhood—of-^O^OOO . 


At the same time that the Viet Cong strength is increasing, 
the military strength of South Vietnam is also rising. This is 
because the number of South Vietnamese recruits has increased 
even though the number of desertions remains high. Hopefully 
the South Vietnamese forces will be increased by 87,000 men in 
1965. 

In reply to a question by Senator Saltonstall, Secretary 
McNamara said that those who desert from the South Vietnamese arm 
do not join the Viet Cong but simply go back home. 

Senator Dirksen, addressing the President, said that a 
reliable correspondent, Mr. Keyes Beech, Correspondent of the Chi 
Dally News, had made certain statements about Vietnam. The 
President interrupted to challenge Senator Dirksen' s description 
of Mr. Beech as a reliable correspondent. The President said 
Mr. Beech had reported last December that General Taylor was re- 
turning to Washington threatening to resign unless the President 
ordered attacks on North Vietnam. The President said General 
Taylor had flatly denied any such intention and had telephoned 
the White House from Honolulu to explain that Beech ' s report 
was entirely without foundation. 


r*r.. • * - 

* N* ■ * i... 
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Secretary McNamara SSfSiSS ' 

iS o ?a 7 4 5 t.? S. personnel had teen Killed 

in South Vietnam since 195* • 

oeifrmefan asked why there was such a desparity 
Senator Saltons much larger South Vietnamese 

between Viet Cong forces a that on the basis of extensive 

forces. Secretary McNamar a replied ^dy anias^-lO. to 

1131 ^ ^ ^ 

lare 


M^cannot~^ont^olevl^^hln|~t^t^tNi^^oen5wehaveto count 
Ion their fighting their war.J i/, 

ISutS Vietnamese and the Viet Cons forces. 

“””SEvss ,’•£*?. HSiiL.. 

programs but to inform tn ,, s t ke place every few weeks, 
under which ^ch meeting to P the press information 

He again cautioned against leaking uo P ieamed of the 

ffiSUSS U^rSai^b’l^toHb. leaders all would be 

lost . 

Senator Lcn^ replied that perhaps he should not be told 
all of the^e tails, /edtano^wan^tc^ear^nungs gatta ; 

l|ues“on°!s^ W why < we d^not move against North Vietnam in j 
I some way 

secretary: McNamra 

operstions_iiwNor-th-Vietnam. | the South Vietnamese 

carfJIrTwt our P r °|^f 0 b J t $"“ C iofceI, hlvlnc completed their 
forces necessary. Some °;^- ies !,t°^ e 5 ' on . UtS ; oersonnel, but 
training,, are ?°*', b ^ n S used. ^ are^on^.^ ar£ 

all nave oeen bra i"®S h X letnair an( j attacks from the sea are 
being dropped in - - roVst of North Vietnam* Semi-covert 

being launchea egelnst the 0033 ^ 0 ^: Missions in Laos carried 

operations l st ^ have facilitated the carrying out 

Sf mfre S ?hIn nn 4i r«Snflssa^e missions ever ^cs In order to 
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^ on We have discovered there has been 

obtain need t of*Pathet Lao forces into the Panhandle 

n/Vio S an ie h ave fo fa? lost 4 u. S. aircraft In these operations 
The recent tombing of the bridge at Ban Ken In Laos, which we 
, - nni- officiallv confirmed, was part of the U. S. armed 

have n °L«n;rnroLam This bombing was carried out by U. S. 
ollnS blcause the E bridge was heavily defended by anti-aircraft 
£££ The Laos Air Forte was not able to carry out this particu- 
lar mission with their T-28 planes. 

senator Saltonstall asked whether the objective was to 
Situation in Laos or that in Vietnam. Secretary 

wanted to affect both situations. The armed 

McNamara said we wanted ^an ^ situation in Laos but also 

affected the infiltration of Viet Cong to South Vietnam. 

Secretary McNamara then turned to the problem of with- 
drawing U dependents from South Vietnam The U S political 
a •« -) * j. ^ orricers in Saigon do not want to send the 
and Thev are concerned about the effect which a 

on personnel in South Vietnam, in n dependents of non- 

St r™nef and Tome^the? ^-governmental «. S. personnel. 

Senator Dirksen said he could not understand why we did 

XX ME a 

war. 

The President said that for 14 months he had agreed with 
those who want to bring our dependents home, but the officers 
in Saigon are still opposed. 

congressman *ord said he wanted to reassure the President 
that h^shares^the^Vandenberg philosophy. His relations with 
that ne s Secretary McNamara and Director McCone are 

! 6C Si^ ^This meetin^had been extremely helpful and he hopec 

^P^|^”^^-^e e -ourse U of^ao.tlon^be^g^folipwm.in South° n£ 

5° Should military action be taken to cut aown the 

4 -f ue concluded by repeating his view that the mee 
had been Whoiesome and hoped that frequent and regular meeting 
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of this kind would be held. 

Secretary McNamara said that before the meeting -ded^ 
he wanted to raise one additional ^ 4 years we 

h ' 3 ' o id 1 7 00 " 000 P 000 worth of military equipment to Germany. 
Opposition^ is now ^islng ^ Ge^ny ^the p^chase of^^ls^ 

0. S. equipment on the , gr 8 ®^“ Ja«^l%ed and we expect to 
armaments industry. Th e G . _ 1n . calendar years 19^5 

hold them to their agreement th, st during y t0 offset 

and 1966, German arms P^|f| n w ^^ ny . secretary McNamara 

concluded^by P summarizing°recent n and planned arms sales to 

Australia and to the UK. 

“SeTaf ?rUsSe Wl o^r a th? a H^ h e: «e$Sel? XSS 

if ° those Present 5ed°tS P photogrShirs to^come 

Hearing none the Pres-aen t entered, the President 

in. As the photographers and reporters ent^^^ | resldent to 

briefly summarizeo nis ^!^ c ^°5slati V e orogram as his first 

consider the Administration’s legislative program thg 

priority of business . President? He believed the Vice 

lraSdeS e s£?uW not only" follow the legislative program but also 
participate in efforts to move-forwarc . 

(About half of the participants left the meeting at 
this point. It was 11:40.) 

After the Wraphers left *° 

those remaining that if they nn cress renorts of the even- 
« confirra R the S press CMsis of informal 

th6m this morning • 

Republic of Germany. Secretary Su« said ne the „ ar 

Erhard what the < German " ^ 1 '/. He reneated his hope 

t^li^fwSSd^asf no h ?^i e ?^ilution bn this subject. 

The President said he wanted to discuss 

and would ask Secretary McN ^ r ? h e° n JJ 1 t U dget t and the balance 
wanted to mention foreign aid the ne, bud as long 

STaf ?*5SSiS: hfw^axe ev'ery action to weep the del: 
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sound. Ex ?f | but 6 r ec ommended ^ that 3 act ion betaken with 

not view with alarm but recorm^u loang ^ foreigners, 

respect to U. S. investments^ ^ existing legal requirements 
travel of U. S. c1 ^ 1 ^ rurrencv He described the efforts 

!rs h r r riuf3°4cSt C o” y ^re affecting the stability 
of the pound and the dollar. 

. , . i.va'n ocirpri Secretary McNamara to tell those 

presen^hO'-Tmuc^stronge^we are now than we have been in years 

past. 

Se 5 re * a t Jf ^f M ™h«e^^ 4 iSito^buSget^ e go 5 i a Sin*~ 

statement tt He expiairTed the 
are. stiLQDSej^n^- 4 *^ e cer iod 1961-1965 we had spent 

paradox by saying ™e Fe buildup. In addition, we 

520 billion dollars for 0^*111^^11 c^ion progra „ 

are saving money as a - vears Xn strategic missiles we 

SlflVfo l'margin of superiorii^over the. USSR. 

wonders ^^fhal^^ Congressional Investigation 
of why we have so much military s*,rengtn. 

a.. a. he President’s reouest. Secretary McNamara 
In response to the rr taken 'not to undertake now 

explained jhy a deeision 5 tra tegic bomber. First, we 

a program to are building a follow-on 

have no evidence that uhe wO - . corce is small compared 

bomber. X? adc sxtMOj bombers in the event 

to ours, *e have a • tr1Ve The bie bomber program 

the Russians maxe a ~" t £-, 0 Million dollars for planes 

involves an expenditure of ^<^5,3 A decision to begin 
which would come in now bu? can be delayed until at 

this program is n *J!| S 0 2 n an ootion to decide on a big 
least 19bO. we will *e - P| nuing development work on engines 
bomber program lat' y co the time when a Decision must 

S^df Tlth tall ‘letter whether to undertake the program to 

reolace the 3-52* s* 

He recalled the e£ : J.i^^of f^cia^no^favored the°B-70 
Ee said no_military the B-70 was held by many to 

urogram, a - L ^ noush .^x.:®-| f Dr ou^def ense . He concluded by sayin 
be absolutely essentia ± * on the follow-on bomber woula 

that more details °* the < decision t ion to the Senate 

be made available when ne ma ^ t0 make clear 

l” e ?hrSlr l^iderations involved in the decision so that 
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when the details became known it would be easier to base the 
discussion on the facts. 


Senator Dirksen asked whether Nasser could cause trouble 
by closing the Suez Canal if we wrote him off. The feeling 
in the country against Nasser is very strong. Secretary Rusk 
replied that he doubted that Nasser would block the canal as a 
result of any action we might take because there are many other 
less costly ways of injuring us such as reviving the agita n 
to force us out of the Lyb£an air base or a new push against 
the Saudi-aa- Arabian government. 


Senator Mansfield commented that in Secretary McNamara's 
presentation all the emphasis had been placed on USSR and U. S. 
strength. He asked about the military strength of the Chinese ^ 
Communists. Secretary McNamara replied that the Chinese Commun_Su 
presented us with no strategic threat. They cannot touch us with 
strategic weapons they now possess, rfe can now counter their 
non-strategic strength "without adding to our exis^_ng strengtn. 
The Chinese .Communist potential manpower is indeed great but 
the existing communist threat is the possible use of their 
manpower in non-conventional ways, such as in Southeast Asia. 


Senator Smathers asked why the U. S. Navy was not being 
used to halt infiltration by sea from North to South Vietnam. 
Without associating himself with the information, he summarizec 
the views of some Navy officers to the effect that there are 
many ways we have not used which could bring aoout <=n end of ^ 
infiltration by sea. Secretary McNamara replied by saying tnac 
sea infiltration had almost been completely stopped oecause of 
a program we had initiated and were .carrying out which makes 
possible the patrol of all sea areas/by South Vietnamese forces. 
All junks moving south are now stopped and searched oy South 
Vietnamese ships. However, some of the land border is under 
water and although we have made extensive efforts to deal wi^n 
this problem no solution so far has turned out to be feasible. 
The seacoasts have been taken care of but much infiltration is 
still taking place across the water borders. 


Senator Saltonstall asked why emphasis was not given to the 
size of the Defense research and development program which he 
2 3 •> Tiatec *•& billion dollars. Secretary McNamara agree*, 

that It "would be a good idea to emphasize the large amount we are 
soendinc on research and development to insure that our nuli^ar;- 
strength continues despite rapid changes in weapons. 


Secretary Rusk said he wanted to report on the most recent 
Soviet nuclear underground test. We have detected a small amount 
of radioactivity outside the territory of the USSR as a result 
of this test. Apparently the test had vented. We co not want 
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to get out in front in attacking the Russians for this incident 
because of the effect it might have on our underground testing. 
The Soviets have been asked to give us information about the 
test and Ambassador Dobrynin has said that the test did not 
mean there had been a change of policy on the test ban treaty. 
Secretary Rusk recalled that when the treaty was being drafted 
we avoided a specific definition of radioactivity crossing a 
national frontier because of the difficulty of making clear 
what was prohibited. We did not intend to agitate this question 
at this time. 

The President, noting that it was 12:35, said he had an 
aopointment at noon with Mr. Christian Herter to discuss the 
future of the Kennedy Round, particularly the problem of how 
to deal with tariffs on agricultural products. He added that 
he intended to ask Mr. Herter to remain as Special Assistant 
for Trade Negotiations. 

The President said that at 12:30 he had been scheduled to 
meet with the Gllpatric Committee. He then summarized the 
conclusions reached by the Gllpatric Committee, namely, that 
"the proliferation of nuclear weapons is a dire threat to the 
United States, that we are now nearing the point where nuclear 
proliferation will get out of control, and finally, that a new 
intensive effort is necessary to halt further proliferation. 

He said the Committee had concluded that the cost of blocking 
further proliferation would be less than the cost of dealing 
with the* problems created by the spread of nuclear weapons. 

Senator Kuchel asked whether we arejtalking to the USSR 
leaders about the Chinese bomb problem. £ 


ft 

The President read parts of a draft press statement 
which he said he wished to issue at the conclusion of the 
meeting. He asked whether there were any objections, and 
hearing none, he authorized the issuance of the statement. 

A copy of the statement is attached to this record. 
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